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A coalition of companies has come together to design and manufacture critically needed personal protective equipment needed by frontline health care workers responding to the coronavirus pandemic. The effort, led by Dow Chemical, brought together nine key partners across a myriad of industries to manufacture and donate 100,000 isolation gowns to help frontline workers in Texas, Louisiana and Mexico. The end‐product, Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation Level 2 gowns, required the development of a concept, design, test procedures, packaging and supply chain. In this case, each collaborator brought their unique expertise to the table, all donating valuable time and resources to the project, Dow said. For example, the gown, comprised of polyethylene nonwoven coated material, has a layer of polyethylene film made with resin donated by Dow. Fitesa manufactured the nonwoven material that provides the gown\'s tear resistance and softness. 3M and Shurtape donated the tape to seal the gown\'s sewn seams, and a mobility technology company, Magna International, provided resources to cut and sew the gowns. Plastixx FFS Technologies donated the bags for each gown to be packaged in, and Landaal Packaging Systems donated the shipping boxes. The 100,000 AAMI Level 2 gowns will be distributed equally to government agencies in Louisiana and Texas, as well as in Mexico.
